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causes motion in a piston-like structure, which is connected 
to a generator. The device is designed to be deployed in 
farms of multiple units, and will be installed at Wave Hub. 

www.oceanpowertechnologies.com
SMD Hydrovision
TidEL is a buoyant tidal energy device with two 500 

kW turbines, mounted together on a single crossbeam. It is 
tethered to the seabed by a series of mooring chains. The 
device floats in the tidal stream, oriented correctly toward 
the oncoming current.

www.smd.co.uk
Wavegen
No discussion of ocean energy devices should omit 

the LIMPET, the “Land Installed Marine Powered Energy 
Transformer.” It is mounted on land, and captures energy 
from the waves washing ashore. 

Wavegen was purchased in 2005 by Voith Siemens, in-
dicating the parent company believes the device has com-
mercial promise. 

www.wavegen.com



For more information about this and other ocean en-
ergy devices see www.bwea.com/marine/devices.html

Reading list available at www.watershedsentinel.ca

Recommended reading
Inventory of Canada’s Marine 

Renewable Energy Resources, CHC-
TR-041, Andrew Cornett, Canadian 
Hydraulics Centre, National Research 
Council Canada, April 2006, at www.
oreg.ca

A Feasibility Study: Tidal Power 
Generation for a Remote, Off-Grid 
Community on the British Columbia 
Coast, Bob Davidson, February, 2007, at www.oreg.ca

The Path Forward: A Plan for Canada in the World of Renewable 
Ocean Energy, The Ocean Renewable Energy Group, March 2006, at 
www.oreg.ca

Environmental Impact Assessment: Guidance for Developers at the 
European Marine Energy Centre, The European Marine Energy Centre 
(EMEC), 2005, www.emec.org.uk/pdf/EMEC_EIA_Guidelines.pdf

the Friends of Cortes Island  
Sustainability Education Fund 

The only installed LIMPET was 
built in 2000 on the Isle of Islay

Thornton Bank – Oostende, Belgium

Wind Power in Europe
The first of six wind turbines base towers has left the 

West Flemish coastal town of Oostende for the Thorn-
ton Bank. Thousands of spectators watched the attrac-
tion. The wind turbine base was transported 30 km to the 
North Sea sandbank off the Flemish coast.

Once completed, the largest off-shore wind turbines 
in the world will tower 184 metres above the North Sea. 
The wind farm at Thornton Bank will not be visible from 
the coast.

C-Power is the company behind the multi-mullion-
euro project to provide enough wind energy to supply 
600,000 homes.

A total of 60 wind turbines should be up and running 
by 2012.

Also in April, the Scottish government formally 
rejected plans for one of Europe’s largest onshore wind 
farms. Plans had been to build the £500 million wind-
farm in the Outer Hebrides. 

The Lewis windfarm, with 181 turbines, was pro-
jected to produce 650 MW of electricity, roughly 10% of 
Scotland’s electricity needs, but its location on a signifi-
cant peat moor would have released carbon dioxide and 
endangered rare birds. 

It was opposed by 11,000 islanders, despite its sup-
port from local government and the community financial 
trust. Scotland is committed to developing renewable en-
ergy projects to supply all its electrical usage.  

—The Guardian, April 21, 2008
www.7on7.eu
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News & views for a sustainable future since 1991.
____ 1 year (5 issues) Canada $20 Student/Low Income $10 (US $26)

____ 2 years Canada $30 (USA $40) ___ This is a Gift - Send an Announcement

____ Watershed Sentinel Donation	 q $50	 q $100	 q $200	 Other $____ 

q VISA  q Mastercard Card Number ________________________  Expiry:  ___/___

Total Enclosed _______ Payable to Watershed Sentinel  Thank you very much!
For a tax-deductible receipt available ONLY for donations, make your cheque out to FOCI

YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________________________

Address:     ___________________________________________________________

Postal Code: ________ Phone: ___________  Email: _________________________

Mail to:   _____________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________Postal Code: ________ 

What to say on your gift card announcement:

Step Forward with BC’s Award-winning 
Enviro Mag - The Watershed Sentinel!
Sign up a new subscriber, (yourself or a friend!) to the 
Watershed Sentinel and, as our thanks to you, we’ll enter 
your name to win one of these 5 fabulous books

*Cancer – 101 Solutions to a Preventable Epidemic, 
by Liz Armstrong, Guy Dauncey and Anne Wordsworth (3 copies) 
(New Society, 2007)

*The British Columbia Seasonal Cookbook 
by Jennifer Ogle, Eric Pateman and James Darcy. 
(Lone Pine Publishing, 2007)
*Spotted Owls: Shadows in an Old Growth 
Forest, by Jared Hobbs and Richard Canning 
(Greystone Books, 2007) Draw held June 25th 2008

 www.watershedsentinel.ca or Box 1270, 
Comox BC V9M 7Z8 
Ph: 250-339-6117 

 Email: orders@watershedsentinel.ca




